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la the thirteenth century, a seet of 
fanatics called Flagellenta, ravaged — 
bape and Germasy, foreing all with 

| eame in contact to embrace their wild — 


crn their high handed outrages 
body who w — 2 join . 
— 4 were their bhorrence, and were 


terribly persecut 1 th hatred, but 
— 2 for plunder. A sketch of the pro- 
gress of the Fiegellants through Germany is 
ven in the November number of Black wood's 
and in its course the following thril- 
ling incidents are narrated. The seene opens ia 
the cemetery at Frankfort, ani Godebrecht 
one of the prineipal actors, was the brutea! aod 
hypocritical leader of the fanatics. We must 
premise that the Jes daughter died suddenly 
of the plague, and that prior to ber death, she 
eri: that a certain wickér trunk, contalui 
her dower ia jewels, should be inearthed wi 
her remaing This trenk alee contains 
actor aod guitar player, who, havi 
— the is prompted his 
vanity to make suit to the Jewess, and 4— 
this strange refage to avoid meeting with her 
ent: 


Godebracht had not trusted to the chapter of 
accidents for a pretext against the Jews, whose 
wealth he coveted, and the wealthiest of whom, 
Simon Stork, he had private motives to hate. — 
Having one day visited Simon to extort from 
him a rapeom for the safety of his people, he 
had seen Cheyle, the Jew's daughter, had dared 
to propose to her father her dishonor in lieu of 
proffered jewels, and was hurled by the on- 
raged Hebrew, with violence and contumely 
from the house, Before re N 
tary, he had placed train in 
publre building elose by the house of the Jew ; 
aod now, when the rage of the mob is sufficient. 
ly excited by the discovery of the musician, he 
leaps upon the tomb, declares he saw a fiery 
dart proceed from the house of Simeon, the 
blaspheming Jew, in whose deugbter’s grave a 
christian had 80 5 e to the 
first puff of emoke ame which just then 
shows itself, declares that the Jews have a plot 
to burn the city, and calls upon all present to 
requite murder with murder and fire with fire. 
The pent up flames now burst out at every cor 
ner of the building, the alarm bell in all 
the streets of Frankfort, the ery of fire resounds 
and itis on every made tongue thet the Jews 
are the incendiaries. The uproar and confusion 
are general; the Flagellants are masters of the 
city; the unhappy Isréslites shut themeel ves in 
their honses, to which à violent wind quickly 
epreads the conflagration, sided, when its pro 
gress sees to slow, by the ready torches of the 
‘anaties. Ia a few minutes the root of Simon 
Stork’s spacious inension is utterly consumed, 
and the interior in a light flame. It is te this 
house that the body of Flagellante direct their 
steps, headed by Godebracht, who thirsts for re- 
venge. 

Upon their road to Simeon's dwelling, the 
Basle cobbler and his desperate met with 
various i delaying their progress — 
Other bands of fanatics streamed out of the om 
streete, mingled with the rvbble of the ci 
would not be behindhead in the work of thee. 
der. When Godebracht reached the house gr 
was the object of his cupidity and revenge, ti 


flames, which flared out of the wifidows of the 
upper stories, whilst Simeon’s vaulted 2 
ment on the ground floor was still unscat 

The doors of the house stood wide open; the 
servants had fled; but none dare venture into 
the interior of the jwelling, rich as was the 
svoty there anticipated, for the flames licked 
along the etaira, the ceeling of the corridors was 
sinking. and burning timbers fellaround. 
ebracht stood gnashing his teeth id front of the 
bursing house, All about him resounded the 
furious shouts of his companions, who beheld 


reckoved, rescued from their clutches, and giv- 
en to anſhilation. Through the grated windows 
they could see the Jew in his counting house.— 
By the red light of the fire they saw him seated 
before his opened money boxes, rummaging his 
gold—bathing his hands in it—withe mien as 
indifferent as though all that was passing in no 
way concerned him; as though he heard not the 
volleying peals of the alarm bells, or the fierce 
yells of the foe that elamored for his blood ; as 
though the fire that raged sbove and around 
him existed not, or as though he himself enjoyed 
some special protection, secering bim from evry 
harm. The unhappy father had lost all thet 
gave value to his like and wealth, sod stimulus 
to his exertions. With Cheyle, the world had 
perished for him. What could the fire do which 
drew nearer and nearer, or the murderers who 
threatened him, or the greedy hends that were 
streched out towards his coffers, beyond taking 
his life, which had become indifferaent to bim, 


was no longer there to enjoy them? In vain 
bad his servants asked him to secompany lde 
flight; in vain had they painted in vivid colors 
the dangers that each moment inereared. In- 
stinct and habit fettered him to his gold; be 
heard not the warnings and remonstranees of 
his people; he was morally stunned, and sat ina 
state of childish insanity, with his mo 


ey. 

“See the Jew "“eried Godebrecht. “He 
mocks us; he 288 his ; he had rath- 
er it would pariah with bim than be restored io 
the Christises, in robbing whom he and his ſath 
ers acquired it. Let usin! The building still 
resists the fire; before it falls, the me By the | ages 
may be chastised, and his treasure ours. By tbe 
holy seourge! he shall not defraud us of our 

te!” 

The master made a hasty movement towards 
the open entranee, bat none followed bim. Un! 

the blindest fury—oniy thet excesive 
which gladiy deceives itself as to the extent of 
a threatened danger, could impell any one into 
interior of the house, which resembled the 
gaping chasm of some fiery bell. The Flagei- 
lants actually po trae Be with rage, as Simeon dw 
played the wealth which they saw no ibil- 
ity of appropriating ; and the rebble of the city 
united their hoarse voices in the fierce shout — 
They threw stones at the window ; some, who 
had crossbo wa, chot bolts at the Jew; but none 
dared approach the building, fom whore upper 
part blazing beams, and other burning frag~ 
ments, poured eontinally down. The stones and 
bolts aimed at Simeon, either glanced harmless. 


But there was ove man * whose desire 
for the gold and jewels of the Jew drove him ir- 
resistibly into the farnace. Neither the warning 
of his companions nor the flames that filled the 
corridor, nor the blasting fiery glow that met 
him could restrain that maa; with foaming 
mouth, one hand convulvively clenched and 
tended before him, in the other a gleaming knife, 
Godebrecht rushed into the bu house. The 
heat would have driven back any one else, but 
he still pressed for ward, his hair aad beard burn- 
ed off his cloak in flames, to the place where, 
as he well knew, was the door of Simeon’ oo 
ting-house. He found it, burst it open, aod 
then those without saw bim in the interior of 
the vaulted reom—sew him throw off Lis burn- 
ing mantle, and cast a wild, confused glance 
— Then for the first time, was Simeon 
aroused, by this intrusion — his state 4 15 
otie stu tion. Heleo 

ees ſell from his hand aud rellad pen the Boor 

he revogn ined the leader ot the Flag ante; 
frightful — which even uproar 
1 — reached the sai the mob out 


to the — 2 there — unheeding the 

tabs of ths opponent's kot work of retrib- 

ution and revenge which filled even the frantic 
bleodthirst with horror. 

— — throat with both 
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until his Work was complete. 
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